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Plugged into my reference Wadia 
781 SE, the sound between discs 
played on the Wadia and those 
files through the DAC section of 
the Wadia with the Qsonix as the 
source were indistinguishable 
from each other.  

As we were going to print with 
this review, Qsonix announced 
that they would now be support-
ing high-resolution audio files (up 
to 24bit/96kHz), so we will have a 
follow up shortly.  The next gener-
ation will also have a high-quality 
USB output to interface with a 
number of the latest DAC’s that 
are utilizing this technology.

The only objectionable sound 
the Qsonix makes is the fan.  It’s 
quiet by PC standards, but not 
silent. To keep your listening room 
whisper quiet you will need to 
mount the main control box in a 
closet or somewhere nearby to 
eliminate the background noise.  
Again, this is standard operating 
procedure for any music server 
that uses a battery of hard drives.

A Flawless Experience

Our experience with the 
Qsonix was as good as it gets.  I’d 
love to see the graphic design on 
the interface tightened up a bit, 
but that’s a personal style thing.  
Built-in wireless ethernet would be 
handy and, of course, support for 
a larger music library than 4,500 
CD’s would be welcomed by the 
mega collectors.  These are all tiny 
gripes about an excellent product, 
none of which interfere with day-
to-day operation. 

The Qsonix is already one 
step away from the top of the 
mountain, but considering the 
price differential, it is the best val-
ue today in a high-capacity music 
server. 
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Extremely Limited-Edition Marantz KI Signature Products: 
The SA-KI Pearl CD/SACD Player and PM-KI Pearl Integrated Amp

Includes everything you need to immediately start hearing how 
much music is actually buried in those grooves. Included: one 
bottle of Mobile Fidelity Super Record Wash, Mobile Fidelity 
Super Deep Cleaner, one Mobile Fidelity LP Record Brush (for 
scrubbing), and 100 Mobile Fidelity Original Master Sleeves  
for your clean LPs.

Mobile Fidelity + VPI
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Aside from the iTunes/iPod thing, computer audio 
has held virtually no interest for me.  Having read 
various articles about what you have to go through 
to actually hear anything, I had feelings of great trep-
idation when our publisher suggested that I take a 
stab at making the Qsonix Q-105 music server work 
in my system, or work at all for that matter.  

After he dropped it off at my house, it sat on the 
coffee table for a week as I studiously ignored its 
presence.  Every time I walked by the black box with 
its blank touch screen sitting on top, I expected it to 
start snarling at me in some kind of DOS code.  And I 
fully expected that I might have to hit it with a hammer 
if it tried anything that had anything to do with con-
figuring. You see, I’ve done my share of introducing 
my forehead to brick walls when it comes to comput-
ers in general, so mating a computer with audio felt 
wrong:  I just knew that this enterprise would not turn 
out well.

But once I fired it up, it settled down after a few 
moments of cogitation and proceeded to display 
album art that had been previously loaded in alpha-
betic order.  Then the dreaded moment came.  I 
needed to hook it to my network router.  Fully ex-
pecting it to start sputtering and throwing Windows-
related fits, I was utterly taken aback when nothing 
happened.  Nothing that is until I loaded a CD.  Then 
it dutifully went out and retrieved the album art and 
song listing in a flash.  I proceeded to load about 50 
more CD’s and took it into my sound room.

Connected to my Bryston DAC via a Transparent 
Audio digital cable, I was soon listening to the music 
that I had loaded only moments before. I let it play 
for about three hours before settling down to a lis-
tening/interface session.

To say I was pleasantly surprised is an under-
statement.  I was able to navigate around the touch 
screen quickly, and retrieving songs or albums was 
lightning fast. Playlists were a snap to create.  As a 
matter of fact, the more I touched the screen, the 
more I wanted to just keep exploring.  You see, I 
didn’t read the manual.  

OK, I’m a guy and such things are beneath me.  
That kind of behavior usually results in some kind of 
wound, but in the case of the Qsonix, such was not 
the case.  As a matter of fact, mechanically the only 
quibble I had with it was the placement of the trans-
port open/close button.  It’s directly under the tray 
and is a bit awkward to operate.

Sonically, the Qsonix acquitted itself rather nicely.  
One thing I noticed right off the bat was the width of 
the soundstage.  It extended well beyond the outside 
edges of my speakers.  The depth of the soundstage 
was a bit shallow, though. The bottom end was tight 
and well-controlled if not the ultimate in detail.

The high end was not offensive in the least. Not 
as extended as a reference-quality CD player, but 
nice nonetheless.  I’d call it comparable to a good 
$2,500 CD player. Taking into account the amaz-
ing storage capacity, ease of operation and great 
sound, I’d be hard pressed not to call the Q-105 a 
great value.

After some contemplation, even a curmudgeon 
like me must admit that this is the next stage of digi-
tal audio playback.  Thanks to such a good experi-
ence with the Qsonix, I can see one in my future.  It 
took a non believer by surprise in a very convincing 
manner. l

The Qsonix Q105 Music Server
MSRP: $4,600 - $5,200 
www.qsonix.com

Peripherals
Preamplifier	Burmester 011

Power Amplifier Bumester 911 mk. 3

DAC’s	Wadia 781 SE, Neko Audio D100,  
PS Audio Perfect Wave

Speakers  Gamut S-7

Cable	Shunyata Aurora Interconnects,  
Shunyata Stratos SP speaker cables

Power	 Running Springs Dmitri and Maxim power 
conditioners, RSA Mongoose power cords, Shunyata 
Python CX power cords.

F E A T U R E

Every time I walked 
by the black box 
with its blank touch 
screen sitting on 
top, I expected it 
to start snarling at 
me in some kind of 
DOS code.

Additional Listening  
(or the curmudgeon perspective)  By Hood McTiernan

http://www.qsonix.com
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Holiday Gift Guide
By the TONEAudio Staff

Here are a few goodies we think you’ll enjoy.  
Some are too big to fit into a stocking, but almost 

all will fit under the tree and put a smile of the 
face of your favorite audiophile.  Many of these 
items are available at Music Direct, so if you are 

in the mood to shop as you read this, just click on 
the supplied links and they will take you right to 

the item on the MD website.
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The QSonix Jukebox
$8,495  www.qsonix.com 
 
Tired of all those boring 
music servers that look like a 
computer geek’s nightmare?  
Here’s the ticket for your 
mancave.  Enclosed in a 
genuine Rock-Ola jukebox, 
you can have the best of both 
worlds, 50’s style and 21st 
century functionality.




